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a meaning. When they walked his mind,
without warning, became utterly vacant:
he heard, saw, felt nothing except a desperate
desire not to let this emptiness appear.

Sometimes, as though in revenge for this,
he seemed to be terribly clear-sighted.. He
saw that Bettington and Felicia were as far
apart from each other as he from them.
They too were fumbling with unknowns
each in the other, Bettington blindly, simply,
devotedly, Felicia with flashes of awareness
which made her afraid, fie watched her
flinging out ropes of pack-thread to the dumb
rock of Bettington; he saw her concealed
agonies if she lost touch with him, the hesita-
ting movement of her hand to his: and he
felt that he ought not to be seeing these
things, that it was wrong, and he longed to
take Bettington aside and tell him that he
must take her in his arms, that she was won-
derful but frightened, that they must begin
their glorious life together without delay,
but without delay*

He swayed between loving pity and resent-
ful hatred, between imploring them to snatch
at their happiness while it was within their
reach, and desiring them to be gone for ever
put of Ms life, he did not know why. Was